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1. 



DETAILED ACTION 



This action is responsive to the application filed on December 1 1 , 2001 . Claims 
1-12 are pending. Claims 1-12 represent communication processing apparatus, 
management apparatus, computer-readable medium storing a program and 
communication system. 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the 
requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this title before 
the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 



2. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



3. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable over 
Ochiai U.S. 6,178,004. 
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Ochiai teaches the invention as claimed including method and apparatus for 
forming images (abstract). 

As to claim 1, Ochiai teaches a communication processing apparatus that 
receives an SNMP-based command to execute said received command, comprising: 

a first communication port, which is set as a management port, that receives one 
or more command transmitted from a management apparatus of said communication 
processing apparatus to said communication processing apparatus, said one or more 
command including a first command that is executable to change a setting of said 
management port and a second command (column 1, lines 47-62; column 9, lines 29- 
32; abstract); 

a storage unit that stores said one or more command received by said first 
communication port (figure 2; column 5, lines 40-43, Ochiai discloses the printer set 
value is stored in memory 207; column 6, lines 23-26); 

an execution unit that obtains said one or more command from said storage unit 
to execute said obtained command (column 6, lines 15-17; column 6, lines 23-33);^ and 

a re-execution instruction unit that directs said execution unit to execute said 
second command after said first command that changes said setting of said 
management port, when said execution unit has executed said first command that 
changes said setting of said management port (column 6, lines 35-43; column 9, lines 
38-40; abstract). 

As to claim 2, Ochiai teaches a communication processing apparatus as claimed 
in claim 1, wherein: 

said second command is received by said first communication port after said first 
command and is executable to set said management port of said communication 
processing apparatus to said first communication port (column 1, lines 45-62; abstract) 

A to claims 3 and 12, Ochiai teaches a communication processing apparatus and 
a communication system as claimed in claims 1 and 11, further comprising: 
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a second communication port connected to an external communication 
apparatus (figure 11); 

a communication mode selecting unit that selects one communication mode of a 
plurality of communication modes to specify each of a plurality of communication 
operations of said communication processing apparatus (column 1, lines 47-54)); and 
a management port selecting unit that selects said management port from one of 
said first communication port and said second communication port, wherein said 
management port selecting unit selects said first communication port as said 
management port (figure 5; column 4, lines 57-58); 

said execution unit obtains said one or more command stored in said storage unit 
to execute said obtained command when said first communication port receives said 
one or more command including a communication mode set command that specifies a 
communication mode of said communication processing apparatus, a management 
port set command that sets said management port of said communication processing 
apparatus to said first communication port, and a start execution command that 
instructs to start sequential execution of said one or more command stored in said 
storage unit (column 6, lines 35-59); 

said communication mode selecting unit selects said communication mode 
specified by said communication mode set command, when said communication mode 
set command is executed (column 6, lines 60-67); 

said management port selecting unit selects a default management port, 
corresponding to said communication mode selected by said communication mode 
selecting unit, from said first communication port and said second communication port 
(column 6, lines 49-59; figure 1 1 ); 

said re-execution instruction unit instructs said execution unit to execute said 
second command after execution of said communication mode set command (column 6, 
lines 39-43; abstract); and 

said management port selecting unit selects said first communication port as said 
management port, when said management port set command is executed (column 5, 
lines 36-39). 
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As to claim 4, Ochiai teaches a communication processing apparatus as claimed 
in claim 3, further comprising: 

an interconnecting unit that interconnects communication between said first 
communication port and said second communication port (column 1, lines 13-18); and 

a VLAN setting unit that sets said interconnecting unit to control communication 
between said first communication port and said second communication port 
corresponding to said communication mode selected by said communication mode 
selecting unit (column 1, lines 19-24). 

As to claim 5, Ochiai teaches a communication processing apparatus as claimed 
in claim 1, further comprising: 

a second communication port connected to an external communication 
apparatus (figure 2, item 214); 

an interconnecting unit that interconnects communication between said first 
communication port and said second communication port, wherein said execution unit 
obtains said one or more command stored in said storage unit to execute said obtained 
command when said first communication port set as said management port receives a 
start execution command that instructs to start sequential execution of said one or 
more command stored in said storage unit (figure 2, item 203; column 6, lines 15-17; 
column 6, lines 23-33), and 

it is determined that said interconnect of said communication between said first 
communication port and said second communication port, received before said first 
communication port receives said start execution command, is completed (figure 2). 

As to claim 6, Ochiai teaches a communication processing apparatus as claimed 
in claim 1 , further comprising: 

a second communication port connected to an external communication 
apparatus (figure 2, item 211); 
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an interconnecting unit that interconnects communication between said first 
communication port and said second communication port, wherein said execution unit 
delays said interconnect of said communication between said first communication port 
and said second communication port until execution of said one or more command 
stored in said storage unit is completed, when said communication between said first 
communication port and said second communication port is received after said first 
communication port set as said management port receives a start execution command 
that instructs to start sequential execution of said one or more command stored in said 
storage unit (figure 2, item 210; column 6, lines 15-17; column 6, lines 23-33). 

As to claims 7 and 9, Ochiai teaches a management apparatus and a computer- 
readable medium storing a program for a management apparatus that transmit one or 
more SNMP-based command to a communication processing apparatus, said 
communication processing apparatus having a communication port set as a 
management port which receives said one or more command (column 1, lines 47-62; 
column 9, lines 29-32; abstract); 

stores said one or more command received by said communication port for 
executing said stored command (figure 2; column 5, lines 40-43, Ochiai discloses the 
printer set value is stored in memory 207); and 

executes said stored command after a previous command that changes a setting 
of said management port, when said previous command that changes said setting of 
said management port is executed (column 6, lines 35-43; abstract; figure 15; column 8, 
lines 40-46), said management apparatus comprising: 

a generation unit that generates one or more command, including a first 
command that changes a setting of the management port in the communication 
processing apparatus and a second command that is executed after said first 
command, when said first command that changes a setting of the management port in 
the communication processing apparatus is executed (figure 2, item 202; column 5, 
lines 26-28; figure 15); and 
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a transmit unit that transmits said one or more command generated by said 
generation unit to the communication processing apparatus and directs the 
communication processing apparatus to execute said one or more command (figure 2, 
item 202; column 5, lines 28-32; figure 15). 

As to claims 8 and 10, Ochiai teaches management apparatus and computer- 
readable medium storing a program as claimed in claims 7 and 9, wherein said 
generation unit generates said one or more command including 

a communication mode set command that sets a communication mode of said 
communication processing apparatus (figure 3; column 2, lines 57-62), 

a management set command that sets said management port of said 
5 communication processing apparatus to said communication port (column 8, lines 40- 
43; column 6, lines 60-67, Ochiai discloses a user accesses the printer to perform 
settings. It is inherent that the user is accessing the printer through a management 
port), and 

a start execution command that instructs to start sequential execution of said one 
or more command (column 6, lines 27-33). 

As to claim 1 1 , Ochiai teaches a communication system comprising a 
communication processing apparatus that receives an SNMP-based command to 
execute said received command and a management apparatus transmitting said 
command to said communication processing apparatus, said communication 
processing apparatus comprising: 

a first communication port, which is set as a management port, which receives 
one or more command transmitted from said management apparatus to said 
communication processing apparatus, said one or more command including a first 
command that is executable to change a setting of said management port and a 
second command (column 1, lines 47-62; column 9, lines 29-32; abstract); 
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a storage unit that stores said one or more command received by said first 
communication port (figure 2; column 5, lines 40-43, Ochiai discloses the printer set 
value is stored in memory 207; column 6, lines 23-26); 

an execution unit that obtains said one or more command from said storage unit 
to execute said obtained command (column 6, lines 15-17; column 6, lines 23-33); 
and 

a re-execution instruction unit that makes said execution unit execute said 
second command after said first command that changes a setting of said management 
port, when said execution unit executes said first command that changes said setting 
of said management port, said management apparatus (column 6, lines 35-43; column 
9, lines 38-40; abstract), comprising: 

a generation unit that generates said one or more command including said first 
command that changes said setting of said management port in said communication 
processing apparatus and said second command (figure 2, item 202; column 5, lines 
26-28; figure 15); and 

a transmit unit that transmits said one or more command generated by said 

generation unit to said communication processing apparatus and directs said 

communication processing apparatus to execute said one or more command (figure 2, 

item 202; column 5, lines 28-32; figure 15). 

4. Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to El Hadji M Sail whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4010. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-4010. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

El Hadji Sail 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit: 2157 
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